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much to complain; the Bedouins on their route, however rough
and uncouth in their ways, had, with only one exception, meant
us fairly well, and the townsmen in general had proved friendly
and courteous beyond our expectation. Once within the es-
tablished government limits of Ebn-Rasheed and among his
subjects, we had enjoyed our share in the common security
afforded to wayfarers and inhabitants for life and property,
while good success had hitherto accompanied us. " Judge of
the day by its dawn," say the Arabs; and although this proverb,
like all proverbs, does not always hold exactly true, whether
for sunshine or cloud, yet it has its value at times. And
thus, whatever unfavourable predictions or dark forebodings
our friends might hint regarding the Inner Nejed and its
denizens, we trusted that so favourable a past augured some
what better things for the future.

From physical and material difficulties like those before met
with, there was henceforward much less to fear. The great
heats of summer were past, the cooler season had set in; besides,
our path now lay through the elevated table-land of Central
Arabia, whose northern rim we had already surmounted at our
entrance on the Djebel Shomer. Nor did there remain any
uncultivated or sandy track to cross comparable to the Nefood
of Djowf between IJa'yel and Ei'ad; on the contrary, we were
to expect pasture lands and culture, villages and habitations,
cool mountain air, and a sufficiency if not an abundance of
water. Nor were our fellow companions now mere Bedouins
and savages, but men from town or village life, members of
organized society, and so far civilized beings.

When adieus, lookings back, wavings of the hand, and all the
customary signs of farewell and good omen were over between
our IJa'yel friends and ourselves, we pursued our road by the
plain which I have akeady described as having been the fre-
quent scene of our morning walks; but instead of following the
south-westerly path towards Kefar, whose groves and roof-tops
now rose in a blended mass before us, we turned eastward, and
rounded, though at some distance, the outer wall of IJa'yel for
nearly half an hour, till we struck off by a south-easterly track
across stony ground, diversified here and there by wells, each
with a cluster of gardens and a few houses in its neighbourhood.
At last we reached a narrow winding pass among the cliffs of